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Cheat Sheet: Jesus’s Twelve Disciples – Names and Details 
 
The Bible lists the disciples in four places: Matthew, Mark, Luke (John has no list), and Acts. In each list, the names can be viewed in three groups… 
 - Group 1 always has (Simon) Peter first, then Andrew, James, and John in varying orders.   
 - Group 2 always has Philip first, then Bartholomew (Nathanael), Thomas, and Matthew in varying orders.  
 - Group 3 always has James son of Alphaeus first, then (Judas) Thaddaeus and Simon the Zealot in varying orders, then Judas Iscariot (if present). 
 
Table 1 shows all four lists: Mt = Matthew; Mk = Mark; Lk = Luke; Jn = John; Ac = Acts.   

Table 1. "The Twelve" – all four lists from scripture 

  List 1: Mt 10:2[b]–4 (NIV) List 2: Mk 3[b]:16–19 (NIV) List 3: Lk 6:14–16 (NIV) List 4: Ac 1:13[b]–13 (NIV)  

   1 Simon (who is called Peter) and Simon (to whom he gave the name 
Peter),  

Simon (whom he named Peter),  Peter,  

   2 his brother Andrew;  James son of Zebedee and  his brother Andrew,  John,  

   3 James son of Zebedee, and  his brother John (to them he gave 
the name Boanerges, which 
means “sons of thunder”),  

James,  James and  

   4 his brother John;  Andrew,  John,  Andrew;  

   5 Philip and  Philip,  Philip,  Philip and  

   6 Bartholomew;  Bartholomew,  Bartholomew,  Thomas,  

   7 Thomas and  Matthew,  Matthew,  Bartholomew and  

   8 Matthew the tax collector;  Thomas,  Thomas,  Matthew;  

   9 James son of Alphaeus, and  James son of Alphaeus,  James son of Alphaeus,  James son of Alphaeus and  

 10 Thaddaeus;  Thaddaeus,  Simon who was called the Zealot,  Simon the Zealot, and  

 11 Simon the Zealot and  Simon the Zealot and  Judas son of James, and  Judas son of James.  

 12 Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  Judas Iscariot, who became a 
traitor.  

[Judas Iscariot is omitted because 
he had died.] 

 
 
See the full text of all four lists (below). Then see more details about each disciple in Table 2 (next page). 

 
List 1—Matthew 10:1-4 (NIV)—“the Twelve”: 
 1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.  
 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot 
and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  
 
List 2—Mark 3:13–19 (NIV)—“the Twelve”: 
 13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve that they might be 
with him and that he might send them out to preach 15 and to have authority to drive out demons. 16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon 
(to whom he gave the name Peter), 17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons 
of thunder”), 18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, 
who betrayed him.  
 
List 3—Luke 6:12–16 (NIV)—“the Twelve”: 
 12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his 
disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, 
John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and Judas 
Iscariot, who became a traitor.  
 
List 4—Acts 1:12–14 (NIV)—“the Eleven” (after Judas Iscariot died):  
 12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city.13 When they 
arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in 
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  
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Table 2 lists details and a “loser” trait for each disciple from my book, Losers Like Us – Redefining Discipleship After Epic Failure (David C Cook, 2014).  

Table 2. "The Twelve," ordered as in Mark 3 – details and Losers Like Us (LLU) chapters 

 Name Known in scripture for Other details from scripture or, if so noted, from tradition LLU 

 (Simon) Peter Being part of "Peter, James, and 
John"1; walking on water (Mt 
14:25-33); denying Jesus three 
times (Mt 26:31-35, 69-75) – so, in 
LLU, I call him ”The Screwup” 

Peter is called Simon Peter because his name was Simon before Jesus renamed him 
Peter (“The Rock," Mt 16:18, Mk 3:16, Lk 6:14, Jn 1:42). He and his brother, Andrew, are 
fishermen from Bethsaida (Jn 1:44) in Galilee (Mt 4:18-22, Mk 1:16-20). Per tradition: He 
evangelized in Asia Minor and Rome;2 he felt unworthy to die the same way as Jesus, so 
was crucified upside down.3  Don’t confuse him with Simon the Zealot, also in the Twelve. 

Ch 
12 

 James Being part of "Peter, James, and 
John"1; grandstanding (Mk 10:35-
45, Lk 9:51-54) – so, in LLU, I call 
him “The Egotist” 

James and his brother John, sons of Zebedee, are fishermen from Galilee (Mt 4:18-22, Mk 
1:16-20) and partners with Peter (Lk 5:9-11); Jesus calls them “sons of thunder” (Mk 3:17). 
Per tradition: He spread the gospel around the Mediterranean;2 the first of the Twelve to 
be martyred (Acts 12:1-2), he so impressed his accusers that one converted and was 
beheaded with him.3  Don’t confuse him with James son of Alphaeus, also in the Twelve.  

Ch 
10 

 John Being part of "Peter, James, and 
John"1; "disciple Jesus loved" who 
cared for Jesus' mother (Jn 
19:26); likely the youngest disciple 
– so, in LLU, I call him “The Kid” 

John and his brother James, sons of Zebedee, are fishermen from Galilee (Mt 4:18-22, Mk 
1:16-20) and partners with Peter (Lk 5:9-11); Jesus calls them “sons of thunder” (Mk 3:17).  
Per tradition: He survived poisoning, boiling, and exile to the isle of Patmos, then returned 
to Ephesus and died in old age.2    

Ch 
11 

 Andrew Being overshadowed by Peter, his 
brother, who he introduced to 
Jesus (Jn 1:431-42) – so, in LLU, I 
call him “The Shadow-Dweller”  

Andrew and his brother, Peter, are fishermen from Bethsaida (Jn 1:44) in Galilee (Mt 4:18-
22, Mk 1:16-20). He brings Peter and others (Jn 6:4–14, 12:20–26) to Jesus. Per tradition: 
He preached in Sebastopolis and elsewhere; he faced death with joy but felt unworthy to 
die the same way as Jesus, so was crucified on an X-shaped cross (in Greece).2   

Ch 
4 

 Philip Converting an Ethiopian (Ac 8:26-
40); being too practical to imagine 
a miracle (Jn 6:5-13) – so, in LLU, 
I call him ”The Pragmatist” 

Philip is acquainted with Nathanael and is from Bethsaida in Galilee (Jn 1:44-45); his 
vocation is unclear. Per tradition: He preached among the “barbarous nations” and was 
crucified and stoned in Phrygia.3   

Ch 
6 

 Nathanael / 
Bartholomew 

Saying of Nazareth, where Jesus 
grew up: "Can anything good 
come from there?" (Jn 1:43-51) – 
so, in LLU, I call him “The Bigot” 

Nathanael, named only in Jn 1:43-51 (as being called) and 21:2 (as a disciple from Cana 
in Galilee), is likely the same as Bartholomew, listed in the Twelve. His vocation is unclear. 
Per tradition: He preached and translated the Gospel of Matthew into the “language of 
India” before being crucified, excoriated, and beheaded in Armenia.3   

Ch 
5 

 Matthew /  
Levi 

Collecting taxes (Mt 9:9-12), 
presumably for the hated Romans 
– so, in LLU, I call him “The Uber-
Loser” 

The tax collector Matthew, called in Mt 9:9 and listed in the Twelve, is likely the same as 
the tax collector Levi son of Alphaeus, called in Mk 2:14 and Lk 5:27; we don't know if this 
is the same Alphaeus as in James son of Alphaeus. Matthew’s home (place of origin) is 
unclear. Per tradition: He preached in Ethiopia and Egypt, and was killed by a spear.3   

Ch 
7 

 Thomas Doubting Jesus is risen until he 
sees for himself (Jn 20:24-29) – 
so, in LLU, I call him “The 
Doubter”  

Thomas is called Didymus (“The Twin," Jn 11:16, 20:24, 21:2) or, traditionally, "doubting 
Thomas” for initially doubting the resurrection. His home and vocation are unclear. Per 
tradition: He preached to the Medes and Persians, and died in India from a lance2 or dart.3    

Ch 
9 

 James son of 
Alphaeus 

Not much; in scripture he never 
speaks – so, in LLU, I call him and 
Judas Thaddaeus “The Nobodies”  

James son of Alphaeus—we don’t know if this is the same Alphaeus as the one related to 
Matthew / Levi—is likely the same as James the Less (Mk 15:40). His home and vocation 
are unclear. Per tradition: He preached in Egypt and Israel and was crucified,4 or perhaps 
died from being sawed into pieces after surviving being thrown from a tower, clubbed, and 
stoned.2  Don’t confuse him with James (brother of John), also in the Twelve. 

Ch 
2 

 (Judas) 
Thaddaeus 

Not much; in scripture he speaks 
only at the Last Supper (Jn 14:22) 
– so, in LLU, I call him and James 
son of Alphaeus “The Nobodies” 

Thaddaeus (Mt 10:3, Mk 3:18) is likely the same as Lebbaeus Thaddaeus (Mt 10:3, KJV), 
Judas not Iscariot (Jn 14:22), and Judas of James (Lk 6:15-16, Ac 1:13—it's uncertain 
which James this is). His home and vocation are unclear. Per tradition: He was shot by 
arrows in Mesopotamia.2  Don’t confuse him with Judas (Iscariot), also in the Twelve. 

Ch 
2 

 Simon (the 
Zealot) 

Being in the Zealot party (Mt 10:2-
4; Mk 3:13-19; Lk 6:12-16) – so, in 
LLU, I call him “The Zealot” 

Simon is part of the radical, anti-Rome Zealot party. His home and vocation are unclear. 
Per tradition: He preached in Africa and Britain before being crucified,3 or perhaps was 
killed by a mob in Persia.2  Don’t confuse him with (Simon) Peter, also in the Twelve. 

Ch 
3 

 Judas 
(Iscariot) 

Betraying Jesus to Jewish 
religious leaders, then killing 
himself in regret (Mt 27:3–5, Ac 
1:18) – so, in LLU, I call him “The 
Betrayer” 

Judas Iscariot son of Simon Iscariot (Jn 6:71 and 13:2) may have roots in Kerioth if 
"Iscariot" means "man of Kerioth"—but this is uncertain, as is his vocation. He keeps, and 
steals from, Jesus' ministry treasury (Jn 12:6). Per tradition: No details worth noting here, 
beyond those in scripture. Don’t confuse him with (Judas) Thaddaeus, also in the Twelve.   

Ch 
8 

 
 

                                                           
1  Peter, James, and John are closest to Jesus: only they see the Transfiguration, the resurrection of Jairus's daughter, and the agony in the garden (Mt 
17:1–13, Mk 5:35–43, Mk 14:32–50); only they plus Andrew hear the Olivet Prophecy (Mk 13:3ff); and only they minus James prepare for the Last 
Supper (Lk. 22:1–13). See http://www.keyway.ca/htm2012/20120711.htm, “What did Peter and John see that others didn’t?” by Wayne Blank. 
2  Leslie B. Flynn, The Twelve (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1982), on Peter (34), James (54-55), John (22, 68-69), Andrew (22, 44), Thomas (22), James 
son of Alphaeus (22, 114), Judas Thaddaeus (22), and Simon the Zealot (22, 127). 
3  John Foxe, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1981), on Peter (12-13) and the other disciples (6-9). 
4  H.S. Vigeveno, 13 Men Who Changed the World (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1966), on James son of Alphaeus (74). 

http://www.keyway.ca/htm2012/20120711.htm

